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PERSPECTIVES

Christie shouldn’t kill sprinkler rules

By DAVID KURASZ
For the Courier-Post

Gov, Chriz Christie has
put on hold a pending regu-
lation that will save lives in
New Jersey.

When he took office in
Januarv, his first action
was a 9-day freeze on the
majority of new regulations,
including the 2008 Interna-
tional Residential Code
(IRC) and its requirement
that all newly constructed
one- and two-family homes
and townhomes built after
Jan. 1, 2012, contain a resi-
dential fire sprinkler sys-
tem.

The Christie administra-
tion needs to finish the regu-
latory process that is so
close to the finish line and
adopt this lifie-saving regula-
tion that has already been
vetted aver the past two
vears by numerous code
professionals and govern-
mental agencies, including
the state Department of
Community Affairs. Even
the public has voiced its
overwhelming support for
this regulation during the
recent public comment peri-
od, sending 1,675 letters in
support of the IRC codes
and only four letters
Aagainst.

Fire service profession-
als — your local firefighters
and first responders — fear
there are special interests at
work, otherwise this regula-
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tion would not have been in-
cluded in the fireeze, Ifthis is
the case, the residents of
New Jersev should not be-
corme Victims,

By including this regula-
tion in the freeze, it demon-
strates that the governor
does not realize the vast im-
portance of the residential
fire sprinkler requirement
and how this lifie safety reg-
ulation will help protect
New Jersey residents and
its firefighters who risk
their lives to save others,

The governor is also
overlooking the fact that
residential fire sprinklers
can take some of the burden
off of local jurisdictions and
thieir fire serviee infrastroe-
ture, which should lead to
lower property taxes, The
residential fire sprinkler re-
quiremnent was lncluded in
the country’'s primary
building code as a result of
the growing fire problem in
this state and the nation doe
to new lightwelght con-
struction materials and
more lammable home con-
tents, Thess have created an
alarming fire safety threat
toy our citizens, our fire pro-
fessionals and our first re-
sponders.

About 85 percent of all
fires occur in the home, a
place where people should
feel the safest.By the time
this regulation tentatively
poes into effect on Jan. 1,
2, 166 innocent New Jer-
sey residents will lose their

livves, 972 civilians and 1,728
firefighters will be injured
and over 5223 million of
property will be lost in the
state as a result of fires. per
yearly averages compiled
by the Mew Jersey Division
of Fire Safety.

Mationally, the cost to in-
stall residential fire sprin-
klers in a new home is
about 51.61 per-square-foot,
which is approximately one
percent of the value of the
home, aceording to a FEMA
henefit-cost analysis on resi-
dential fire sprinklers. This
i5 a small price to pay when
it comes to saving lives and
homes,

In December, Pennsylva-
nia adopted the 2008 IRC
Codes, including the resi-
dential fire sprinkler re-
guirement, making the
state the first in the nation
to adopt the fire sprinkler
requirement on & statewide
level. New Hampshire and
California quickly followed
Pennsylvania’s lead and
adopted the 2008 IRC regula-
tions statewide.

I sincerely hope that the
Christie administration will
take decisive action in ap-
proving the residential fre
sprinkler regulation and
demonstrate to the resi-
dents of New Jersey that the
state cares about the safety
of its citizens.

The writes s the executive drecior

of the M\h% Hre@rinlderﬁ.d-
wisnn i TURISWICE,
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