Sample Letter to State Representative or Congressman
Heading
Your Name

Address

Phone #

e-mail

Date

Inside Address

Recipient’s name

Title/Position

Address

Dear _________:


    Salutation

I live in (______) and I am writing to you as a concerned constituent.  On (__), our town of (_____) was the site of a very tragic residential fire where (__details on the fire__) . 
Unfortunately, fires like this are not uncommon in New Jersey. They are in the news every day, and involve the loss of property and even lives.  In the U.S., a home structure fire is reported every 79 seconds and someone dies from a home fire every 143 minutes. This past year, our state has already lost many citizens and fire fighters in residential situations. Children, the disabled and the elderly – groups that are most at-risk to injury and death caused by fire – have died or been injured by fire over the past year as well.  
(Body)
Statistics clearly demonstrate that fire sprinklers are the most effective means of protecting life and property in the event of a fire.  To date, there has never been a multiple loss of life in a building equipped with a fully-installed and well-maintained sprinkler system.  The chances of dying in a fire are reduced by one-half to three-fourths when a sprinkler system is installed.  Properly installed sprinklers apply water directly to fires to contain them – and in most cases extinguish them – while giving victims more time to escape to safety.  Furthermore, it helps limit the stress put on fire departments and helps save fire fighters from danger of injury or loss of life.  
Despite all of this, New Jersey has not yet enacted desperately needed legislation to properly safeguard its most vulnerable citizens from the ravages of fire.  Smoke alarms, escape plans and fire resistant construction do help save lives, but simply are not enough to prevent fatalities. From 2001-2004, 391 fatal residential structure fires with working smoke alarms were reported to the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) resulting in 452 civilian fire fatalities. Over 65 percent of these fatalities occurred while the victim was either sleeping or attempting to escape.  Fire-resistant construction is also present in high-rises and in buildings that house more than one family.  However, fires have happened over the past year in buildings with this construction and both fatalities and injuries still occurred.
(Body)
New Jersey was one of the first states to act to require our college and university campuses to install fire sprinklers in all dormitories following the tragedy of Seton Hall’s fire.  We need to also change building codes for other residential structures too before its too late.  Steps have already been set in motion to help support retrofit installation of fire sprinklers in nursing homes –to protect the lives our state’s elderly – but it needs more support from our state representatives.  And in addition, there are still many other areas of residential fire safety – high-rises and private residences – that need addressed.  

I hope that this letter reaches you, and that you will actively support the passage of legislation to protect New Jersey families.  We must raise awareness of this issue and institute changes if we are to save future lives and homes from fire.
Sincerely,


       Closing and Signature

John Doe

