Letter to the Editor

Released: (__date__)
Word Count: 240
On (__date__), the town of (__town__) was the site of a tragic residential fire in which (___brief description of what happened__). Residential fires – e.g., single-family homes, apartment buildings, high-rises – are the most common type of structure fire and can be the most deadly.  In fact, nearly 3,000 people died in the U.S. from fire last year.
(This first paragraph should get right to the point of the letter, setting up the “problem”. This type of writing quickly “hooks” the reader and gives them all the information they need to keep reading on without confusion).
According to research, there has never been a multiple loss of life in a building that had a fully-installed and well-maintained fire sprinkler system.  Fire sprinklers are a low-cost, economic and effective way of protecting lives and property from fire.  When used with other fire protection tools, such as fire alarms and fire-resistant construction, the results make a difference between lives lost and lives saved.  

Citizens of neighboring states – Delaware, Maryland and Pennsylvania – are already advocating building code changes that would require installing fire sprinklers and other emergency response systems in new and existing types of residential properties.  Each of these states experienced tragic fires that moved people to take decisive action, and we need to do the same here in New Jersey before any more lives and homes are lost.  
(The next paragraphs give the reader a reason to care about what the letter is talking about by tapping into their self-interests of family and safety. They also provide additional facts or opinions to support the letter’s key message).

In New Jersey, the only way to effectively update codes is through grassroots action and legislative changes statewide.  We must raise awareness of the desperate need in New Jersey for comprehensive fire emergency response systems, including fire sprinklers, and urge our state legislatures to act before more lives and valuable property are lost.
 (This final paragraph ties up all loose ends and calls the reader to take action on the topic discussed in the previous paragraphs).
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