Che Jhiladelphia Inquirer S

Circuiaticn {DMA): 352,503 (4)

Type (Frequency): Newspaper (D)
B2

Page:

Keyword: Vincent Fichera

Monday, July 09,:2007
PHILADELPHIA, PA

Difference in fires shows need for sprinklers

On Jung 29, a four—alarm fire at the
Upper Bucks Senior Center in Quaker-
town burned for more than six hours,

. destroying the property. One- of the 260
- firefighters on the scene was injured.
Conversely; a two-dlarm fire at the Brati-

dywine Assisted Living Facility in-

Moorestown, where there were 200 resi:
dents, was contained in irnder an hour
This was due to a properly installed
sprinkler system, which saved resi-
dents and the facility.

This year, New Jersey passed laws
requiring all nursing homes to retrofit

fire sprinklers. While thesé laws faced
opposition, the extinguished fire in
Moorestown vs. the blazing one in Qua-
kertown shows exactly why passing
- these laws was so importait, The num-

ber of fires and fire fatalities continues -

{o rise in both New Jersey and Pensisyl-
vania, and the elderly are one-of the
most at-risk populations for injury or
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death feom fire.

Fire spnnklers thankfu]ly, will be in-

gtalled in all nursing homes in New
Jersey by 2010, as well as at group
- homes, though maity more citizens

still remain vulnerable. These groups
include children and those who live in

close quarters such as multi-apart:

ment buildings and h.lgh—rlses

“Toa often, tragic news stories are ex-
plered and uplifting ohes ‘are ignored.
At the Brandywine Assisted Living Fa-

_mhty, disaster wag avoided quickly and

minimal intervenition was required.

More disasters can be avoided if we
. approach our legislatures and local 6f-
ficials to increase oilr states’ dedica-

tion to fire protection.
Executive Director
New Jersey Fire Sprinkler
Advisory Board
Waldwick, N.J,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sprmker laws zmportant

To the editor: :
" A two-alarm fire occumed at the Brandywine Assisted

'- Living Facility in Moorestown, INJ, but because there was &
fire sprinkler system in place, the fire was contained in less
than an hour and over 200 elderly resxdents were evacuafed -

safely. -

Esrlier this year, New Jersey passed laws requmng all -
nursing homes and. group homes in the state o retrofit fire
sprinklers. ‘While at first these laws faced opposition, the

. extinguished fire in Moorestown shows exactly why passing

these laws was so important. The humber of fires and fire

fatalities continues to'rise in our state and the elderly and dis-

abled are twe of the Figist at-nsk populations for mjury or

‘desith from fire,

Fire sprinklers thankﬁﬂly w:ll bie installed in -all nursmg
homes by 2010.:2s well as group homes. though many more
citizens still rerridin. vulnerable. These groups include chil-

. dren and those that live ifi close quiarters such as in multi-
apartment buxldmgs and hlgh-nses '

Too ofien, tragic hewss storiés dre-éxplored and uplifting
onies are ignored. A devastating infemna will make front page

news while another story of a successfully extinguished fire

goes unnoticed. At the Brandywine Assisted Living Facility,
disaster was avoided quickly and fire services required min-
imal intervention.. More disasters can be avoided in the
future if we approach our legistatures and local officials to
increase our state’s dedication to fire protection. Thése 200
elderly citizens were saved, but many others remaining at-

*risk may | not be so. lucky unless we take action riow.

Vincent Fichera
-+ Exetutive Divector
NewJerse FireS'nnklerAd Asory Board
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sprinklers save lwes

_To the Editors

A two-alarm fire occurred at the Brandywnne Assssted lemg Facxhty in-
‘Moorestown, but because there was a fire: spirinkler system in place, the fire

was contaified in less timn an hour and over 200 elderly residents were evac-
nated safely.

Eartier this yeat, New Jersey passed laws wequiritig all nursmg homes and

group homes in the state to retrofit five sprmlkiers While at first these laws
faced opposition, the extinguished fire in Micorestown shows exactly why
passing these laws 'was so important.: The number of fires and fire fatalities

.- continues to rise in our state and the- elderly and disabled ase two ef thc most

at-risk populations for injury or death from fire.
Fire sprinklers thankfully will be installed iin all nursing homes by 2010, as

well as group homes, though ‘many more gcitizens still temain viilnefable.

These groups inelude children and those that- five in close’ quarters suchasin
multi-apartment buildings and high-rises.
Too-often, tragic news stories are: exp[oredl and upl:ﬁmg ories are 1gnored.

© . Adevastating inferno will make front page news while-anothier'story of a-suc-

cessfully exnngulshed fire goes unnoticed. At the Brandywine Assisted Living

_ Faclllty, disaster was avaided quickly and fire services required ‘minirhal intér-

vention. More disasters can be avoided in the future if we: approach: our leg-
islatures and local officials to increase our state’s dedication fo fire protection.

"These 200 elderly citizens weresaved, but many others remammg at-risk may

not be so tucky unless we. take action now.. .

V’ncent Fichera
. Fxecutive Director
New Jersey Fire Sprmkler Advisory Board
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make front page news; while an-

Brandywme Asmsted Lmng Facﬂ athier story of a successfully extm-
ity in Moorestown, butbecause  guished fire goes unnoticed.
there was a fire-sprinkler system. At the Brandywine Assisted
in place, theﬁrewasoontamedln - Living Facility, disaster was avoid-
less than an. - edqmcklyandﬁresemeesre—-
Hiour and more quired al intérvention. More
" thai 200 elder- dxsasterscanheavmdedmthefu—
ly residents. - ture if we approach our legmla—
were evaciated - tirés a;;d Tosal officials to increase
safely. our state's dedication to ﬁre pro-
Earher this tection.
year; New Jer- . These 200 elderly citizens were
sey passedlavm - saved, but many others remaining
: ring all . . e nsk may not be so lucky unless
: numnghomeaandgmuphomes _wetakeactwnnow
- in the state to retrofit fire sprin- .
lilers, While at firet these lIaws V'meent Fichera
faced opposition, the extinguished Executive director
fire in Moarestown shows exactly " New Jersey Fire § rmkler
whypassmgtheselawswassonm— y VIE
~ poriant.. _ ' ; _ch'.
' The number of fires and fire fa- o for ' -
talitien continues torisein our P ,'ar
state, anc;_ Ee elderly mdkmmlid . nursing :
are two of the most at-rigk popula-
t:onaformjuryordeathﬁumﬁre ’msand
fully, fire sprinklers will '
be installed in 2 all. nursing homes
by 2010, as well as group homes,
though many more citizens still
remain valnerable. -
These groups include children
and those who live in close quar-
térs such as in mnltx—apartment
buildings and I:ugh rises.
Too:often; tragic news stories
are explomd and uphﬁxng ones
“are ignored. _ _
A devastating inferno will
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sprinklers avoids disasters

A two-alarm fire occurred at the Brandywine Assisted
Living Facility in Moorestown, but because there was a
fire-sprinkler system in place, the fire was contained in
less than an hour and over 200 elderly residents were
evacuated safely.

Earlier this year, New Jersey passed laws requiring all
nursing homes and group homes in the state to retrofit
fire sprinklers. While at first these laws faced opposition,
the extinguished fire in Moorestown shows exactly why
passing these [aws was so important. The number of fires
and fire fatalities continues to rise in our state and the
elderly and disabled are two of the most at-risk popula-
tions for injury or death from fire.

Fire sprinklers thankfislly will be installed in all nursing
homes by 2010, as well as group homes, though many
more cifizens still remain wvulnerable. These groups in-
clude children and those that live in close quarters such
as in multi-apartment buildings and high-rises.

Too often, tragic news stories are explored and uplift-
ing ones are ignored. A devastating inferno will make
front-page news while another story of a successfully ex-
tinguished fire goes unnoticed.

At the Brandywine Assisted Living Facility, disaster
was avoided quickly and fire services required minimal
intervention. More disasters can be avoided in the future
if we approach our legislatures and local officials to in-
crease our state’s dedication 1o fire protection. These 200
elderly citizens were saved, but many others remaining
at-risk may not be so lucky unless we take action now:

VINCENT FICHERA
Executive Director
New Jersey Fire Sprinkler Advisory Beard
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